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Please note that this course specification is correct on the date of publication but may be subject to 
amendment prior to the start of the Academic Year. 
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Lead School School of Design 
Other Schools  
Date of Approval Programme Approval September 2025 

 
Course Introduction 
 
Studio 3 supports students in developing and resolving a self-directed graduation project 
integrating material research, contextual insight, and independent creative practice into a 
consolidated and critically reflective body of work. The course offers students the opportunity to 
bring together ideas, skills, and approaches developed in Stages 1 and 2, with the self-directed 
graduation project synthesising material explorations, conceptual developments, and creative 
resolution.  
 
The course emphasises independent and self-led practice with continued tutor support, peer 
dialogue to guide students through the final stages of their PGT studies. Through independent 
research, advanced material experimentation, and sustained studio practice, the graduation 
project supports students in demonstrating a high level of autonomy, ethical awareness, and 
reflective practice, developing and resolving their ability to integrate material intelligence with 
critical thinking.  
 
During Studio 3, the learning journey encourages clarity of intent, technical proficiency, and a 
thoughtful and critically reflective connection between process, form, and narrative, supporting 
students in articulating and defining the position of their work within contemporary silversmithing 
and jewellery design. The course enables students to refine their critical process and inquiry, 
apply intellectual curiosity, and to advance their skills towards outcomes demonstrating a strong 
personal vision and readiness for professional practice or destinations including further study at 
PhD level. 
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 Course Aims 
 
This course aims to: 
 

1. Develop autonomy, intellectual curiosity, and advanced critical inquiry through 
independent research and critically reflective practice relating to silversmithing and 
jewellery design. 

2. Consolidate advanced material and conceptual exploration to produce a resolved, 
critically coherent and innovative body of work informed by practice-led research. 

3. Support critical analysis and clear communication of creative intent, process, and context 
using appropriate methods. 

4. Encourage critical self-direction and professional responsibility in sustaining an advanced 
creative practice and engaging with relevant external contexts with a global outlook. 

 
 

Course Intended Learning Outcomes  
 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
 

1. Conduct advanced critical and contextual research that informs a self-directed and 
consolidated body of work within and relating to silversmithing and jewellery design. 

2. Apply advanced skills in material and conceptual development to create a critically 
coherent and innovative final collection. 

3. Clearly and critically communicate complex analysis, ideas, and processes, selecting 
effective approaches to suit diverse contexts. 

4. Demonstrate self-direction in advancing a critically reflective creative practice, situating 
within appropriate professional, academic, or cultural contexts with a global outlook. 

 

 
 

Indicative Content 
 

• Project definition to articulate the focus of a final collection, building on conceptual and 
material investigations from Stages 1 and 2.  

• Advanced prototyping and material testing emphasising cohesion, technical resolution, and 
the relationship between form, process, and meaning. 

• Tutorials, peer discussion, and self-evaluation, to critically assess and evolve work, considering 
context, audience, and relevance within the field. 

• Preparation of a final collection for public presentation, supported by visual and written 
documentation that communicates creative journey and design position 

 
 

Description of Learning and Teaching Methods  



4 
 

 
This course is designed as a project-based course. Project briefs encourage an independent, tutor-
supported approach that emphasises individual and in-depth self-directed study.  
 
A range of learning and teaching methods are used to support students to engage in an 
explorative and individual approach to learning. These can include:  
 

• briefings 
• demonstrations 
• studio activities 
• peer-led activities and collaboration 
• talks, seminars, presentations and study visits 
• individual and group tutorials and critiques 
• staff, student, and peer reviews of work 
• critical reflective methods, textual, dialogic and visual. 
• journal and documentation of learning activities 
• continual reflective self-evaluation of progress and learning 

 
Independent learning skills will be developed and supported through guided activities and digital 
online learning resources available on Canvas. 
 

 
Indicative Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours 
30 600 

 
Description of Formative Assessment and Feedback Methods 
 
Students are supported in their learning through a range of activities with staff and peers, such as 
workshops, reviews and tutorials offering ongoing formative feedback as they progress through 
the course. 
 
Formative assessment offers students the opportunity to present the progress of their project 
work to staff and receive feedback to inform the development and refinement of their submission 
for summative assessment. 
 

 
Description of Summative Assessment arrangements 
 
Summative assessment is designed to support students to review, collate, and communicate work 
produced in response to project briefs and learning and teaching activities associated with the 
course.  
 
The summative submission consists of a self-directed graduation project, integrating supporting 
research, development work and independent creative practice, including artefacts, prototypes 
and sampling.  Students also submit a reflective self-assessment document. Work may be digital 
or analogue depending on the nature of the developed individual project and how the student 
chooses to approach it. 
 
Submissions will be assessed and moderated in line with the Code of Assessment, which outlines 
reassessment opportunities where a student has not passed the course. 
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Description of Summative Assessment Method Weight % Submission Week 
 
Students are required to submit a self-directed graduation 
project documenting the work produced in response to the 
brief/s and learning and teaching activities. 

 
100 

 
Semester 3 

Week 13 

 
 

Exchange/Study Abroad  
Can this course be taken by Exchange/Study Abroad students?  No 
Are all the students on the course taught wholly by distance 
learning? 

No 

Does this course represent a work placement or a year of study 
abroad? 

 No 

 Is this course collaborative with any other institutions? No 
 If yes, then please provide the names of the other teaching 
institutions 

 

 
 
 
 

Reading and On-line Resources 
 
The course indicative reading and online resource list is accessible via Resource Lists. Tutors and 
peers will provide further recommendations appropriate to student’s chosen area of research and 
focus. 

 
 

https://gsa.rl.talis.com/index.html
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