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Please note that this course specification is correct on the date of publication but may be subject to 
amendment prior to the start of the Academic Year. 
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Course Introduction 
 
Studio 1 focuses on material experimentation and contextual research. Students build on existing 
skills to test and evolve their practice through hands-on exploration and investigation via 
analogue, digital, or hybrid processes. By introducing students to a critically engaged, practice-led 
approach to silversmithing and jewellery design, the course provides a foundation for developing 
an independent studio practice through material experimentation, conceptual inquiry, and 
critically reflective processes. 
 
Students are encouraged to explore a range of making techniques and materials, fostering a deep 
understanding of the relationship between form, process, and meaning. Emphasis is placed on 
personal investigation and the development of a visual and material language that reflects each 
student’s emerging interests and concerns to iterate project proposals. Students use and evolve 
their pre-existing skill sets to focus and apply knowledge into material form, whether analogue, 
digital, or a combination, while contributing to a collaborative studio environment and 
community. 
 
The Studio 1 course fosters and builds contextual awareness through engagement with historical 
and contemporary references, allowing students to begin situating their practice within wider 
cultural, social, and ethical frameworks and sustainable practices. Critical reflection and peer 
dialogue are central to the course, supporting students in articulating their ideas and positioning 
their work in relation to complex discourses and contemporary issues. 
 
By the end of the course, students will have formulated individual project proposals that ground 
their making in a material understanding and theoretical or cultural contexts. This body of 
exploratory work is intended to demonstrate an informed, imaginative, and critically reflective 
approach to silversmithing and jewellery design, providing a solid foundation for further 
development in subsequent stages of the programme. 
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 Course Aims 
 
This course aims to: 
 

1. Support the development of an exploratory and critically reflective studio practice within 
silversmithing and jewellery design. 

2. Enable students to build confidence and skill in materials and processes, fostering a deep 
understanding of making through hands-on experimentation and iterative development. 

3. Build relevant cultural, historical, ethical, and theoretical contexts, helping students to 
critically situate and articulate their practice within the wider field of contemporary 
design and craft. 

4. Promote effective communication and professional engagement, supporting students to 
present ideas clearly, manage their practice independently, and contribute to a 
collaborative studio environment. 

 
 

Course Intended Learning Outcomes  
 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
 

1. Develop and apply a personal, exploratory approach to studio practice within 
silversmithing and jewellery design to critically engage with, apply, and advance ideas. 

2. Critically evaluate the use of materials and processes showing appropriate technical skills, 
thoughtful experimentation, and creative curiosity. 

3. Contextualise their work within relevant cultural, historical, and theoretical and ethical 
frameworks, using critical analysis to inform and support their practice. 

4. Communicate ideas through visual, verbal, and written means to define, present, and 
critically reflect on a self-led project within a collaborative studio environment. 
 
 

 
Indicative Content 
 

• Fundamental skills and concepts required to develop an individual project in 
silversmithing and jewellery design  

• Independent exploration, with tutor support, to help students develop their personal 
approach to design 

• Creative projects and activities to encourage creativity, collaboration, speculation, and 
risk-taking in design 

• Technical workshops covering technical applications relevant to the project proposal. 
• Research into cultural, historical, and theoretical contexts, along with primary and 

secondary research to inform design practice. 
• Design development and prototyping focusing on drawing, 3D exploration, and material 

experimentation to iteratively develop designs. 



4 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Description of Learning and Teaching Methods  
 
This course is designed as a project-based course. Project briefs encourage an independent, tutor-
supported approach that emphasises individual and in-depth self-directed study.  
 
A range of learning and teaching methods are used to support students to engage in an 
explorative and individual approach to learning. These can include:  
 

• briefings 
• studio activities 
• peer-led activities and collaboration 
• talks, seminars, presentations and study visits 
• individual and group tutorials and critiques 
• staff, student, and peer reviews of work 
• critical reflective methods, textual, dialogic and visual. 
• journal and documentation of learning activities 
• continual reflective self-evaluation of progress and learning 

 
Independent learning skills will be developed and supported through guided activities and digital 
online learning resources available on Canvas.  
 

 
 

Indicative Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours 
40 400 

 
Description of Formative Assessment and Feedback Methods 
 
Students are supported in their learning through a range of activities with staff and peers, such as 
workshops, reviews and tutorials offering ongoing formative feedback as they progress through 
the course. 
 
Formative assessment offers students the opportunity to present the progress of their project 
work to staff and receive feedback to inform the development and refinement of their submission 
for summative assessment. 
 

 
Description of Summative Assessment arrangements 
 
Summative assessment is designed to support students to review, collate, and communicate work 
produced in response to project briefs and learning and teaching activities associated with the 
course.  
 
The summative submission is expected to include an individual project proposal, along with 
supporting research and development work, prototypes and sampling.  Students also submit a 
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reflective self-assessment document. Work may be digital or analogue depending on the nature of 
the individual project proposal and how the student chooses to approach it. 
 
Submissions will be assessed and moderated in line with the Code of Assessment, which outlines 
reassessment opportunities where a student has not passed the course. 
 

 
Description of Summative Assessment Method Weight % Submission week 
 
Students are required to submit a portfolio of project work 
documenting the work produced in response to the brief/s 
and learning and teaching activities. 
 

 
100 

 
Semester 1 

Week 13 

 
Exchange/Study Abroad  
Can this course be taken by Exchange/Study Abroad students?  No 
Are all the students on the course taught wholly by distance 
learning? 

No 

Does this course represent a work placement or a year of study 
abroad? 

 No 

 Is this course collaborative with any other institutions? No 
 If yes, then please provide the names of the other teaching 
institutions 

 

 
Reading and On-line Resources 
 
The course indicative reading and online resource list is accessible via Resource Lists. Tutors and 
peers will provide further recommendations appropriate to student’s chosen area of research and 
focus. 

 
 

https://gsa.rl.talis.com/index.html
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