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Course Introduction 
This course is designed to equip students with the critical, analytical and communication skills 
necessary to effectively situate and articulate their ideas, research interests and practice-based 
work within critical, cultural and professional contexts.  
 
The course launches during the immersive three-week block of intensive, in person, and on-
campus learning at the Glasgow campus and continues online through the remaining weeks of 
semester 1 through a dynamic blend of live (synchronous) and guided (asynchronous) learning 
activities. 
 
Students will develop their skills and knowledge through a structured and practical approach 
shared across pathways of thoughtfully designed workshops, prompts, and tasks that integrate 
historical and contemporary discourses. These methods will enable students to synthesise 
research and practice-based work, experiment with various strategies, methods, and formats, 
including visual, written, spoken and digital techniques, and refine their ability to communicate 
ideas persuasively across diverse formats. 
 
Engagement with peers and tutors within and across pathways will foster a collaborative and 
supportive learning community. Regular opportunities to present work will allow students to 
receive and provide constructive feedback, promoting critical reflection and continuous 
refinement of their ideas and creative outputs. Students will also have access to extensive online 
learning resources, comprehensive digital software, and technical drop-in sessions to support 
independent learning and progress. 
 
Students on this course are required to complete two assessment submissions. These submissions 
are evaluated against the course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs), which are applicable across 
all pathways. By the end of the course, students will have developed a deeper understanding of 
the possibilities, methodologies, and professional contexts for situating and communicating their 
ideas, research interests, and practice-based work. This approach will equip them to navigate 
future challenges with innovative methods that support and communicate their creative practice 
and development, enhancing their confidence and capability as they progress to semester 2 of the 
program and pursue further study and professional engagement. 



 
 

 Course Aims 
This course provides students with the opportunity to: 
 

• Develop advanced research methods to explore and critically analyse historical and 
contemporary discourses, theories and practices relevant to their pathway and creative 
practice. 

 
• Cultivate their knowledge and understanding of contemporary theories and practices to 

inform and situate their work within broader critical, cultural and professional contexts.  
 

• Foster engagement in collaborative learning and using constructive feedback and self-
reflection to refine their ideas, enhance creative development, and support professional 
growth. 
 

• Develop and apply advanced skills, techniques and approaches to effectively 
communicate and present their research and creative practice in a variety of formats. 

 
Course Intended Learning Outcomes  
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
 

• Critically analyse and evaluate selected historical and contemporary discourses, theories, 
and practices to contextualise and situate their creative work within critical, cultural and 
professional contexts.  
 

• Synthesise contextual research with practice-based work through experimentation with 
various strategies, methods, and formats, including visual, written, spoken, digital, and 
material outputs. 
 

• Critically evaluate feedback and use self-reflection to refine their ideas, enhance their 
creative practice, and inform their academic and professional growth. 

 
Select and apply a range of appropriate techniques, strategies and approaches relevant their 
pathway to coherently and effectively present and communicate their research and creative 
practice. 

 
Indicative Content 
This course builds upon student’s research and practice-based work in Semester 1 ‘Exploring and 
Developing Practice’ course by introducing students to:  
 

• Research methods for conducting thorough and effective contextual investigations 
enabling students to engage deeply with contemporary discourses, theories, and 
practices. 
 

• Critical, analytical and reflective skills to evaluate research, ideas, and creative outputs 
rigorously. 
 

• Strategies for managing self-directed learning, including using resources effectively, and 
reflective practice. 
 



• Digital platforms, software, and tools to enhance the creation, presentation, and 
dissemination of research. 
 

• Communication and presentation methods for sharing ideas and outputs effectively with 
diverse audiences through visual, verbal, written, and digital formats. 
 

• Ethical considerations for situating and communicating creative practice responsibly and 
effectively. 

 
Description of Learning and Teaching Methods  
This course employs a range of teaching and learning methods designed to support students in 
developing their ability to synthesise, situate, and effectively communicate their research 
interests and practice-based work. 

The course launches during the introductory immersive, in person, three-week residential learning 
period at the Glasgow campus and continues online through a carefully timetabled blended 
learning approach combining 'live (synchronous)' and 'guided (asynchronous)' activities. Designed 
specifically for online learners, these methods foster collaboration, critical engagement, and self-
directed learning, allowing students to balance their studies with personal commitments. 

Learning experiences in this course are explored within and across pathways through a common 
structure of thoughtfully designed live (synchronous) workshops and technical instruction, online 
prompts and structured tasks. 

Additional live (synchronous) activities to support learning on this course include one-to-one and 
group tutorials, seminars, and critiques supported by 'guided (asynchronous)' activities such as 
assessment briefs, collaborative tasks, peer reviews, and discussions supporting dynamic, self-
paced learning and independent study. 

Canvas will play a significant role in facilitating guided and independent learning, providing access 
to key course communications and documentation, learning technologies supporting students 
engaging in guided and peer discussion groups, digital online learning resources, and signposting 
to other relevant resources. 

This blend of learning and teaching methods ensures a dynamic, inclusive, and practice-driven 
learning experience that will equip students with the skills, knowledge, and confidence to 
articulate and present their creative work effectively to others and to progress through the 
programme towards further independently driven study in Semester 2.  

Students are encouraged to take advantage of all available learning opportunities and methods to 
maximise learning, connect with tutors and peers, ask questions and share perspectives as they 
move through the course. 

 
Indicative Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours 

20 200 
 
 

Description of Formative Assessment and Feedback Methods 
Students are supported in their learning through a range of synchronous and asynchronous 
formative activities and individual and group tutorials that offer ongoing formative feedback as 
they progress through the course. These activities enable students to test ideas, explore creative 
directions, and address challenges in a supportive and collaborative context. 



 
A mid-point formative review offers students the opportunity to submit a draft 600-word outline 
of their Creative Practice Statement and draft presentation and receive formative feedback, 
helping them understand and develop strategies for developing and refining their work towards 
submission for summative assessment. 

 
Description of Summative Assessment arrangements 
Summative assessment is designed to support students in demonstrating their learning on the 
course in response to the course brief and learning activities, fostering skills for academic progress 
to postgraduate study and professional development. Assessment focuses on students ability to 
synthesise and communicate their research and practice-based work, positioning them critically 
and effectively within critical, cultural and professional contexts. 
 
Within the course, there are two assessment submissions, applicable to all pathways, which all 
students are required to submit and digitally upload to Canvas 
 
Submissions will be assessed against the course learning outcomes and moderated in line with the 
GSA Code of Assessment, which outlines reassessment opportunities where a student has not 
passed the course. 
 
Detailed feedback will be provided, highlighting key strengths, identifying areas for improvement, 
and offering guidance for future development. 

 
Description of Summative Assessment Method Weight % Submission week  
Creative Practice Statement  
Students are required to submit a written Creative Practice 
Statement that critically introduces and positions their 
research and practice-based work within critical, cultural 
and professional contexts. (approx. 1500 words) 

 
60% 

 
11 

And 
Pre-recorded Presentation 
Students are required to submit a short pre-recorded 
visual and spoken presentation (approximately 6-8 
minutes) that introduces their creative work and provides 
critical and reflective commentary on their research, 
materials, and methods and evaluation of their creative 
and personal development throughout the course. 

 
40% 

 
12 

 
Exchange/Study Abroad  
Can this course be taken by Exchange/Study Abroad students? No 
Are all the students on the course taught wholly by distance 
learning? 

No 

Does this course represent a work placement or a year of study 
abroad? 

No 

 Is this course collaborative with any other institutions? No 
 If yes, then please provide the names of the other teaching 
institutions 

N/A 

 
Reading and On-line Resources 
The course indicative reading and online resource list is accessible via Resource Lists. This list will 
be reviewed and updated annually to reflect course content and subject developments. Tutors 
and peers will also provide further individualised recommendations appropriate to each student’s 
chosen area of research and focus. 



 


	Course Introduction
	 Course Aims
	Course Intended Learning Outcomes 
	Indicative Content
	Description of Learning and Teaching Methods 
	Indicative Contact Hours
	Notional Learning Hours

	Description of Formative Assessment and Feedback Methods
	Description of Summative Assessment arrangements
	Description of Summative Assessment Method
	Exchange/Study Abroad 
	Can this course be taken by Exchange/Study Abroad students?
	Are all the students on the course taught wholly by distance learning?
	Does this course represent a work placement or a year of study abroad?
	 Is this course collaborative with any other institutions?
	 If yes, then please provide the names of the other teaching institutions

	Reading and On-line Resources

