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Course Introduction 
This course builds on the foundation established in semester 1, supporting students in developing 
a sustained, independently produced, and cohesive body of work that aligns with their future 
goals and professional ambitions. Delivered fully online, the course will support students in 
establishing and articulating a critical and engaged personal practice and preparing, refining and 
communicating their work for assessment and public presentation. 
 
In this course students will conduct and manage their individual areas of research and practice-
based enquiry under the guidance of their pathway supervisors. Students will take increasing 
ownership of their creative development by managing, organising, and proactively advancing their 
practice through self-initiated research, exploration, and critical analysis. Specialist tutorial 
guidance will help students position their work within contemporary theories, discourses, and 
practices while encouraging them to critically engage with ethical, sustainable, and societal 
challenges relevant to their creative practice.  
 
Working within a collaborative interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary community of practice, 
students will have opportunities to present their work, test and refine their ideas, and engage in 
constructive dialogue with peers and tutors. This dynamic environment is designed to challenge 
students' critical thinking, enhance their communication and presentation skills, and support 
them in building the confidence and agency needed to transition into professional contexts or 
further study. Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to engage in student-led peer 
discussions within and across pathways, facilitated through learning technologies such as Padlet 
and online discussion boards. They will also have access to extensive online learning resources, 
digital tools, and technical support sessions to designed to enhance their independent learning 
and creative progress. These resources will also support students in documenting and presenting 
their work to professional standards.  
 
Students on this course are required to complete two assessment submissions. These submissions 
are evaluated against the course Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs), which are applicable across 
all pathways. The course culminates in students presenting their work on the Glasgow School of 
Art's Digital Graduate Showcase, which provides a platform for students to communicate their 



practice to a global audience, supporting and enhancing their professional practice, fostering 
employment opportunities, and connecting them to the broader creative community. 

 
 Course Aims 
The course provides students with the opportunity to: 
 

• Develop their critical and creative capacities as autonomous and independent 
practitioners through the planning, management and execution of a self-initiated and 
independently produced body of work. 

 
• Advance their critical understanding of contemporary theories, discourses, and practices 

relevant to their research, pathway and creative practice. 
 

• Foster innovation and experimentation, exploring, testing, and refining ideas through 
material and experimental approaches and methods. 

 
• Actively participate in critical and evaluative peer discussions, providing and receiving 

constructive feedback within a supportive and collaborative community. 
 

• Build professional skills to document, communicate, and present their creative practice 
effectively to diverse audiences across professional contexts. 

 
• Critically consider and explore ethical, environmental, and societal issues as integral 

elements of their creative practice. 
 

Course Intended Learning Outcomes  
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:  

• Independently plan and execute a self-initiated, cohesive and critically engaged body of 
work that addresses personally identified themes, issues, or debates. 
 

• Identify and critically evaluate contemporary theories, discourses, and practices relevant 
to their pathway, ideas and creative practice. 
 

• Apply and synthesise practice-based research and critical evaluation to consolidate ideas, 
inform methods and enhance the quality and depth of their creative work. 
 

• Select and apply appropriate methods and strategies to effectively document, 
communicate and present their creative practice to diverse audiences across professional 
contexts.  
 

• Identify, communicate and critically address ethical, environmental and societal issues as 
integral elements of their creative practice. 

 
Indicative Content 



This course will introduce students to: 
 

• Techniques for refining ideas, enhancing technical skills and creative processes. 
 

• Strategies for building professional networks and developing independent, ethical, and 
sustainable creative practices. 
 

• Tools and approaches for managing personal learning, development and professional 
growth. 
 

• Methods for organising, documenting and presenting creative practices for academic and 
professional progression. 
 

• Digital tools and professional communication methods for effectively sharing, 
communicating, and presenting creative practices in professional and public contexts. 
 

• Ethical and professional considerations for presenting and communicating creative 
practice responsibly and effectively. 

 
 

Description of Learning and Teaching Methods  
This course is designed to support students in creating a sustained, independently produced, and 
coherent body of work that will be assessed and presented publicly. Consequently, students will 
be expected to take increasing responsibility for managing their learning throughout the course. 
 
The delivery of learning and teaching will be entirely online through a blend of 'live (synchronous)' 
and 'guided (asynchronous)' activities. Students will be supported with specialist supervision and 
personalised one-to-one tutorial guidance tailored to each student's areas of research and 
practice-based enquiry and help them create an effective personal learning plan. 
 
Additional live (synchronous) activities to support learning on this course include one-to-one and 
group tutorials, seminars, workshops and critiques supported by 'guided (asynchronous)' activities 
such as assessment briefs, collaborative tasks, peer reviews, and discussions, and access to 
technical guidance supporting dynamic, self-paced learning and independent study. 
 
Canvas will play a significant role in facilitating guided and independent learning, providing access 
to key course communications and documentation, learning technologies supporting students 
engaging in guided and peer discussion groups, digital online learning resources, and signposting 
to other relevant resources. 
 
This blend of learning and teaching methods supports self-directed independent learning and 
ensures a dynamic, inclusive, and practice-driven learning experience that will equip students with 
the skills, knowledge, and confidence to articulate their research and creative work to others 
effectively and to progress to postgraduate level of study or future careers in the creative 
industries.  
 
Students are encouraged to take advantage of all available learning opportunities and methods to 
maximise learning, connect with tutors and peers, ask questions and share perspectives as they 
move through the course. 

 
Indicative Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours 

60 600 



 
Description of Formative Assessment and Feedback Methods 
Students are supported in their learning through a range of synchronous and asynchronous 
formative activities with staff and peers, such as workshops, reviews, and tutorials that offer 
ongoing formative feedback as they progress through the course.  These activities enable students 
to test ideas, explore creative directions, and address challenges in a supportive and collaborative 
context. 
 
A mid-point formative review offers students the opportunity to present the progress of their 
practice based work and draft professional practice statement to staff and peers within their 
pathway and receive formative feedback, helping them understand and develop strategies for 
developing and refining their work towards submission for summative assessment. 

 
Description of Summative Assessment arrangements 
Summative assessment is designed to support students in demonstrating their learning by 
reflecting on, organising, and presenting their work, fostering public engagement and 
dissemination skills and preparing them for postgraduate study and professional practice. 
Assessment focuses on students' ability to independently undertake, contextualise, and 
effectively present practice-based research addressing ethical, environmental and societal issues 
as integral elements of their creative practice. 
 
Within the course, there are two assessment submissions, applicable to all pathways, which all 
students are required to submit and digitally upload to Canvas.  
 
Submissions will be assessed against the course learning outcomes and moderated in line with the 
GSA Code of Assessment, which outlines reassessment opportunities where a student has not 
passed the course. 
 
Detailed feedback will be provided, highlighting key strengths, identifying areas for improvement, 
and offering guidance for future development. 

 
Description of Summative Assessment Method Weight % Submission week  
Digital Portfolio 
Students are required to submit a curated and cohesive 
digital portfolio of self-initiated and independently 
produced work. The portfolio should reflect their creative 
practice and include contextual research, evidence of 
experimentation and development of work, and be 
supported with analytical and reflective commentary. 

 
80% 
 
 
 
 

 
13 
 

And 
Professional Practice Statement 
Students are required to submit a Professional Practice 
Statement that introduces their creative practice, discusses 
key themes, topics and issues, and positions their work 
within contemporary theories, discourses, and creative 
practices. (approx. 600 - 750 words) 

20% 13 

 
Exchange/Study Abroad  
Can this course be taken by Exchange/Study Abroad students? No 
Are all the students on the course taught wholly by distance 
learning? 

No 



Does this course represent a work placement or a year of study 
abroad? 

No 

 Is this course collaborative with any other institutions? No 
 If yes, then please provide the names of the other teaching 
institutions 

N/A 

 
Reading and On-line Resources 
The course indicative reading and online resource list is accessible via Resource Lists. This list will 
be reviewed and updated annually to reflect course content and subject developments. Tutors 
and peers will also provide further individualised recommendations appropriate to each student’s 
chosen area of research and focus. 
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