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Course Introduction

In this course, students will develop a substantive self-determined individual research project by
engaging with a subject matter related to their chosen pathway or programme through
conducting practice-led research. This is a year-long course where students develop a research
and practice plan with dedicated supervisors towards in-depth exploration of a relevant and
domain specific topic through practical development and practice.

Course Aims

The aim of the Course is to allow students to undertake a substantial piece of individual research
work relevant to their chosen creative pathway and/or programme of study. The course aims to
encourage students to engage actively with source materials, literature, and practices according
to individual research interests and specific contemporary context. This will further develop the
students’ disciplinary discourse aligned with their study pathway.

By undertaking a self-determined practice-based research project, the course aims to contribute
to further develop the students’ confidence and criticality over self-driven work and advance their
domain-based skills and knowledge.

The research project is the student's capstone project, allowing them to more fully explore their
creative practice in a chosen specialist area, demonstrating their creative learning and
communication skills across research, development, implementation, documentation and
presentation.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course students will be able to:
e Plan and develop a substantial piece of critical and creative research work relevant to
their pathway.
e Apply and justify appropriate research methods according to individual research interests
and thematic contexts.
e Apply the core principles of critical academic writing and verbal presentation
e Present and/or discuss specialist information to diverse audience using appropriate media




e (Critically apply the core theories, concepts and programme-specific practices on a
substantial piece of creative work

Indicative Content

Students will be conducting and managing their individual projects of research under the guidance
of their supervisors and with the support of their peers: from project design and development, to
gaining theoretical knowledge through traditional research methods.

Students can choose to develop project ideas suggested by tutors or to develop their own
concepts and ideas. Students will be responsible for developing and delivering the final project
goals and desired outcomes, for conducting any required literature review, research activity, and
related practical work and evaluation. Additionally, there will be introductory sessions to
research/dissertation project process.

Description of Learning and Teaching Methods

This programme is designed to gradually increase the responsibility of students for the
management of their learning over the duration of the programme, with emphasis placed on
developing and achieving self-reliance over the four years. Students will focus upon a pathway or
programme related theme and are expected to reflect upon personal learning (especially in the
final honours project) within a collaborative environment. With a stronger emphasis in self-
directed work and independent research supported through meetings with supervisors, the
programme is delivered via a range of lectures, labs, tutorials, workshops, practical sessions, and
guest lectures.

Teaching on the programme includes live synchronous on-site workshops, supported by
asynchronous learning activities and formative tasks.

Lectures and seminars are used to disseminate theoretical, contextual and historical knowledge
and address specific issues underpinning practical work. Lectures also have the broad aim of
generating further debate in seminars, tutorials or further enquiry in self-directed learning or
research.

Input from visiting lecturers and guest speakers enable students access to, and understanding of,
relevant contemporary practice, research and commercial contexts, practices and expectations.
This input presents itself as curricular device to aid students in development of their own
professional practice and preparation for employment.

Additional and voluntary supervised extra-curricular activities provide students with thematic
technology focussed exercises where students work in groups to engage intensively in game, film,
media or interactive technology development.

This course is supported by a virtual learning environment tool (Canvas) for the dissemination,
discussion and access to relevant course information, and signpost to other relevant teaching and
learning platforms used by GSA.

Indicative Contact Hours Notional Learning Hours

24 400




Description of Formative Assessment and Feedback Methods

Formative feedback is an ongoing process undertaken through reviews and tutorial sessions.
Project supervisors provide regular feedback through discussion around project planning,
development, reading, and through comments on drafts of the student's project dissertation.

Students and supervisors to arrange a schedule of regular meetings. It is recommended that
students and supervisors meet at least once every two weeks.

Student/supervisor meetings may be individual in small groups. Through the use of a project
journal, students record notes from supervisory meetings, to advance their research.

Description of Summative Assessment arrangements

Students submit a piece of practice-led research comprised by two elements: a significant
practical project and piece of academic writing. A programme specific brief will detail a standard
format for dissertation and project submission. Alternative formats may be submitted in
accordance with GSA’s Code of Assessment and in agreement with the programme leader.

Submissions will be assessed and moderated in line with the Code of Assessment.

Reassessment opportunities where a student has not passed the course are outlined in the Code
of Assessment.

As a science-based dissertation, it is expected that the dissertation should include a relevant
literature review, description of the development of the practical project and its evaluation using

appropriate methods.

Presentations should be 5 to 10 minutes (max) duration.

Description of Summative Assessment Method Weight % Submission week

Written dissertation (8,000-10,000 words), and practical 90 Week 12

project Semester 2

Presentation (5-10 minutes) 10 Week 12
Semester 2

Exchange/Study Abroad

Can this course be taken by Exchange/Study Abroad students? Yes

Are all the students on the course taught wholly by distance No

learning?

Does this course represent a work placement or a year of study No

abroad?

Is this course collaborative with any other institutions? No

If yes, then please provide the names of the other teaching

institutions

Reading and On-line Resources

Students will identify with supervisors' relevant literature based on their research project.
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