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Application Guide

This guide takes you through the application process and what to include in your application to

International Foundation Programme. It will talk you through your digital portfolio, supporting text and
UCAS personal statement.
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Application Timeline and Deadlines

Your application to study for the international Foundation at the GSA is in two parts:

*UCAS application form

*Digital portfolio (minimum 10 slides as
JPEGS or a PDF) & portfolio statement
(500 words)

When GSA receives your completed application form from UCAS, we will email you with
an acknowledgement of your application and direct you to upload your portfolio to the
GSA Digital Portfolio Site. You can do this as soon as you receive your
acknowledgement email.



https://application.gsa.ac.uk/

Application Timeline and Deadlines

Here are the deadlines and key dates for your application:

UCAS Application Deadline
Wednesday 31st January 2024

Apply via UCAS at:
https://www.ucas.com/

GSA Portfolio Deadline
Wednesday 7th February 2024

You will receive instructions on how to upload your
portfolio after you submit your UCAS application.

Interviews
Between early February & mid April 2024

To allow for late applicants, the International Foundation
Programme will accept applications until 30th June 2024 .

Final Decisions:
Saturday 18th May 2024

You can expect to hear our decision on your application
by 18th May, unless you apply past this date.



https://www.ucas.com/

What is a digital portfolio?

Your digital portfolio is a selection of images of work you have made, laid out clearly. It demonstrates
your sKills, ideas, interests and suitability for the programme. Your digital portfolio should consist of:

- 10 slides of images. You can include multiple images in a slide.

- Your slides should include a selection of both developmental and finished work. Please ensure you
submit your portfolio as individual JPEGS or as a PDF (with no file size larger than 50MB) We have
made some resources which advise you on how to approach organising and photographing your

work and putting together your digital portfolio:

e Preparing your digital portfolio

e Photographing your work
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https://www.gsa.ac.uk/media/1918844/october-2021-digital-portfolio-pdf-guide.pdf
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/media/1817791/Photographing-Work.pdf

What is a portfolio statement?

The Portfolio Statement is an opportunity for you to write more specifically about why you are suited to
studying this particular course. You can also tell us more about the work in your digital portfolio.

It is a maximum of 500 words long and is uploaded along with your Digital Portfolio to the GSA
Upload Site.

Have a look at our guide Writing your digital portfolio statement.



https://www.gsa.ac.uk/media/1818340/Portfolio-Statement-Guidance.pdf

How we assess your application

International Foundation Programme staff will view the images that you’ve uploaded in your digital
portfolio, read your supporting text and UCAS personal statement, and then assess your application

using the following criteria:

The scoring is between 1-7 (7 being 'excellent evidence of' and 1 being 'unsatisfactory evidence of').
Applications may be unsuccessful at this stage with the result processed via UCAS or you may be
invited to attend an interview by email. Learn more about our criteria in the following pages.



Our Criteria

It is important to know what this assessment criteria is, and you should try to respond to this criteria
when creating your digital portfolio and writing your personal statement.

It's also really important all applicants understand that it is not about who has access to the best art
and design materials; it's about doing your best and being creative with what you have access to.

You can see examples of portfolios in the final slides of this presentation, and a detailed explanation of
our criteria in the next slide.



Our Criteria (Stage 1)

Ability to
demonstrate an
interest in Art &
Design

We want to see genuine enthusiasm and passion for art and design, and
what or who has motivated or inspired you to apply for the International
Foundation Programme. Show us the artists and designers who have
inspired you, and how they have influenced you. Let us know if you have
a preferred area specialism and demonstrate how you have explored
that in your work.

Ability to apply
practical skills

We want to see your practical skills and how you explore and use different
media and materials. This could be demonstrated in a variety of ways

including images of your drawing/painting (analytical and abstract), 3D
work and photography.



Our Criteria (Stage 1)

Ability to

apply concept
through your
portfolio of work

We want to see how you use ideas in your work, we want to see
evidence of the development of ideas through your making from initial
inspiration to final works.

Ability to
communicate about
your work
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We want you to be able to communicate some of the basic themes and
ideas that are in your work, and we want you to be able to demonstrate
your own personal interests and the things that motivate and inspire
you.



Our Criteria (Stage 2 Interview)

Readiness for
studying Art &
Design

We want to get an understanding of how ready and prepared you are to
begin your academic journey at Glasgow School of Art. We want you to

share your understanding of what it means to study Art and Design in
Higher Education.

11

Ability to
discuss your
creative
process

We want you to discuss some of the material choices and the
processes you have used to develop your work. We want to
understand the stages of your creative process.



Our Criteria (Stage 2 Interview)

Ability to
communicate the

ideas and concepts
in your portfolio

We want you to tell us about some of the key inspirations and
themes of your work. We want to hear about your ideas and to
understand the choices you have made when developing your
work.

Enthusiasm for
studying on the
International
Foundation
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We want to know why you have chosen to study on the
International Foundation and why you want to become a student at
the Glasgow School of Art



Interview Advice

Applicants with portfolios that meet our criteria will be invited to an interview with our staff team. The
interview is an informal meeting to discuss your reasons for applying to the programme and to find out a
bit more about what specific areas of Art and Design interest you. We may ask you some of the following
questions:

Why do you want to study at the Glasgow School of Art?

What interests you about the International Foundation?

What inspires you to make your work?

What kinds of processes and materials have you used to make your work?
Have you been inspired by the work of any particular artists/designers?
What else interests you outside of Art and Design?

You can also use the interview to ask our staff questions about what we do and learn more about life
at the GSA.

13



Portfolio Examples

The following slides are successful example portfolios by our current students, taken from their
application to study on the International Foundation Programme.

Don’t use these as examples to follow in terms of style, as we want to see how your work is unique to
you. Use them to see how they have clearly presented their work and process.

14



Olya Serdyukova

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Olya was accepted into Year 2 Interior Design at GSA
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My copy of Fred
Hatt ([American)
Prophet 2002

Oil pastel on
coloured charcoal
paper,

Black and blue
permanent
morkers on
coloured plastic
sheet,

Investigating
the proportions
of human face/

zooming into

2 details of the
face: water
based oll paint
on card

PEGPLE & SPORT

14  Olya Serdyukova, Slide 1
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N Block marker and HB
; S AR pencil on card .
3 —

Compositional ideas, developing a
final for the skiing (up) and the
uncommunicative siblings {down)
artworks,

HB pencil and watercolour on card.

17  Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2

My resolved artworks

chaorcoaol on card.
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Looking at exteriors
and interiors

Black ink pen on
AS card.,

28 - 4B pencils on AS
card.

18 Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2
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My Resolved Artwork: Bathroom with a View. Mixed media: Markers,
watercolours, charcoal and graphite pencils, 50 x 70 cm card
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Compositional ideas

White pen on black and colour

cord.



A stylistic and decorative approach to painting: My influence from the
National Archeological Museum, Athens, Greece.
Initial composition ideas:

watercolour + HB pencil
on card

N
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composition: gouache paint

Developing o colour

Developing a composition:
gouache paint

My Resolved Artwork: Greece. Gouache, black marker and

golden leaf on card, 45 x 55 cm on card

19  Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2
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Investigating Digital lllustration

Working with space, learning how to create shopes

Investigating how to develop patterns
digitally

Making an illustration,

learning how to use the ‘pen’

tool.

Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2
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Creating a character, understanding
the proportions

The Barrier. Cyanotype on cotton
paper, 21 x 29 cm,




HB pencil on card

Developing a
composition, exploring
the material

sk v

;(&‘ wed dath

8050000
Ahane i ety

21 Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2

Zoom-ins
into my
work to
show
details of
the relief.

My resolved artwork: Addiction.
Assembloge-Mixed Media on wooden board:
Gouache paint, cloth, lego, soft football ball,
foamboard, paper, cardboard, plasticine,
semi-transparent window curtain, string, uno
cards, domino cards and modelling material
100 x 70cm




My copy of Kehinde
Wiley. Three Girls in
Wood (2018), Oilon
linen, 274 x 366 cm

Harmony

Gutta Resist Contours and
inks on silk, 45 x 55 cm
(Unable to finish due to

My Resolved Artwork: Connecting Cultures, Gouache
paint on canvas, 50x70 cm.

Investigating the drawing
of skin: Woter Based oil

22  Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2
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Taking inspiration from man-made forms/

Exploring the natural form/ making an fiSiop S Sattisng Q s -

Making tiles/ applying
glazes, underglazes ond
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Exploring the natural
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Head. Stoneware Clay.
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Making a sculpture:

: My Resolved Artwork: Give and Get. Found

The art making § objects: coins, cordboord. Purchased objects:

process wooden hand, cup, wooden rod, wooden figure,
Wollet, string. Made objects: paper money
(photocopied), 60 x 48 x 46 cm.

gy .
S A ..Mﬂ'f" { o) -,
J““«”’:f‘:;f/ : o o s i Developing the compositions/
e ‘E,.’?,‘,',;‘,"" -3 g A g ‘. building ideas: black biro
arot ;n','" g L 3
Developing the composition:
HB pencil

Developing the composition/
Initial idea: black biro

This sculpture aims to make a statement about the difference between the social
classes; that of poverty vs wealth. The hand is holding a wallet, full of money, and the
excess is falling into a poor man's cup. These coins give poor people a chance to
survive, not to live, The wooden figure represents poor souls who have no identity.
This vicious circle where the rich rely on the poor and the poor depend on the rich is
endless. This artwork was inspired by Robert Gober.

24  Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2
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Developing an interior design of an airport VIP-lounge

e N5

(
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bl =

~ ) {"_ Wik Building the
{ g . o } furniture
\ R 4 = digitolly.

Making the model

Olya Serdyukova, Slide 2




Yiting Yang

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Yiting was accepted into Year 2 Communication Design at GSA

24



HuGuoSi
Chinese pastries

Wustiaties/Dranding Design
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25 Yiting Yang, Slide 1
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28 Yiting Yang, Slide 2



Research and Anzlysis
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Research and Analysis
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Interview and Project plan
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Details Final Display

34  Yiting Yang, Slide 2



- = — OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING
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STILL LIFE & FIGURE DRAWING

36  Yiting Yang, Slide 2



Yuxuan Lin

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Yuxuan was accepted into Year 2 Fashion Design at GSA
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Yuxuan Lin, Slide 1

When I was I the sacond yeat of high school1fel ¥ eyesght had a problem be-
quldn” t sé board clearly In class more and
ex tion and found myself nearsighted.

id technokgy, more and more visual problems
dpess, color weakness, myopla, astigma-
ises us to see a different visual
dy and Iife In many ways. This
differently but also hopesto draw
blems and to protect our eyes so that our
seé a better world, >




4 S ke, . Chinese students use acupressure to protect their eyes. | ex:
(% FAERIC SAMIg ES Y * |tracted the silhouette from the position of the acupoint.

DA
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Yuxuan Lin, Slide 2

« Thes col Lecteon was enspered by my in=depth explorationgg ‘
of peophe’s moveraent. and cormron things tn shopping, Most people Leke chopping,

" KJ > wﬁcd\ ?n often bring people happiness, but those who g0 shopping with them

bored and tired, With the tmproveraent of the eonomic Level, people’s
[H‘#' ’i Ql\ purchasing power & aféo increasing, You can often :
see many people carryeng large and sroall bags |
Y the street, What T want to sxpress |
in this work i the state of people when ¥
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| extracted the heat maps of shopping
malls at different times and made some
experiments with them.
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Yuxuan Lin, Slide 2
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FABRIC SAMPLE "

$103994

CHASING AFKB! UGHT

Some experiments based on
thegilhouetteof the moths

sumr
DECONSTRUCTION Because of moth” s phototropism, 5%
theywill rush at the fire, The Span- e e

Ish dance, Its Inspiration Is fire Just === ]
like the moths were dancing In the FABRI( S.AMPLE
fire.
. lwasin-
spired
/by the

FABRIC SAMPLE
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Yimin Wu

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Yimin was accepted into Year 2 Interaction Design at GSA
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WIREFRAMES
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AAP@

This product is specially designed ta provide a series of help from registration to medical treatment for
the elderly people, so as to avoid them always seeking help and long waiting in the hospital. The product

will gulde them clearly to complete the medical treatment step by step. IOURNAL MAP FOR SENIOR PEOPLE GOING TO HOSPITAL
BACKGROUD
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PRODUCT DESIGN

DRAFT SIZE wIDTH LENGTH THICKNESS
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SHARK HEART

I compared the ocean background to a human body, and sharks a
f the

1S

t, and bronchus as coral. As sharks dwindle, the heart o
h extend to all parts of

ah
ocean begins to festers, and the tracheas whic

My purpose is to protect the marine ecology.

the body slowly wea

25
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CREATIVE PAINTING |
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MYSELF

I introduce myself through motion
animation. The snake Is me, introduced
my favorite flower sunflower, stadium
aguarium, my hometown Shang

wat, and
now living city Canada. | share some
of my paintings. | like video games,
so through the game greedy snake
to express, finally | show my favorite
manga

Video: https:/ /youtu.be /rFACVNBN3cl

Yimin Wu, Slide 2
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