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This guide takes you through the application process and what to include in your application to 
International Foundation Programme. It will talk you through your digital portfolio, supporting text and 
UCAS personal statement.
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✴  Portfolio examples from recent applicants Page 14-57
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Your application to study for the international Foundation at the GSA is in two parts:

✴ U C A S application form

✴Dig i t a l portfolio (minimum 10 slides as
JPEGS or a PDF) & portfolio statement
(500 words)

When GSA receives your completed application form from UCAS, we will email you with
an acknowledgement of your application and direct you to upload your portfolio to the
GSA Digital Portfolio Site. You can do this as soon as you receive your
acknowledgement email. 

https://application.gsa.ac.uk/


Application Timeline and Deadlines
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UCAS Application Deadline
Wednesday 31st January 2024

Apply via UCAS at: 
https://www.ucas.com/

GSA Portfolio Deadline
Wednesday 7th February 2024

You will receive instructions on how to upload your 
portfolio after you submit your UCAS application.

Interviews
Between early February & mid April 2024

To allow for late applicants, the International Foundation 
Programme will accept applications until 30th June 2024

Final Decisions:
Saturday 18th May 2024

You can expect to hear our decision on your application 
by 18th May, unless you apply past this date.

Here are the deadlines and key dates for your application:

.

https://www.ucas.com/


What is a digital portfolio?
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Your digital portfolio is a selection of images of work you have made, laid out clearly. It demonstrates 
your skills, ideas, interests and suitability for the programme. Your digital portfolio should consist of:

· 10 slides of images. You can include multiple images in a slide.

· Your slides should include a selection of both developmental and finished work. Please ensure you 
submit your portfolio as individual JPEGS or as a PDF (with no file size larger than 50MB) We have
made some resources which advise you on how to approach organising and photographing your
work and putting together your digital portfolio:

● Preparing your digital portfolio

● Photographing your work
.

https://www.gsa.ac.uk/media/1918844/october-2021-digital-portfolio-pdf-guide.pdf
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/media/1817791/Photographing-Work.pdf


What is a portfolio statement?

The Portfolio Statement is an opportunity for you to write more specifically about why you are suited to
studying this particular course. You can also tell us more about the work in your digital portfolio.

It is a maximum of 500 words long and is uploaded along with your Digital Portfolio to the GSA
Upload Site.

Have a look at our guide Writing your digital portfolio statement.

https://www.gsa.ac.uk/media/1818340/Portfolio-Statement-Guidance.pdf


How we assess your application
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International Foundation Programme staff will view the images that you’ve uploaded in your digital 
portfolio, read your supporting text and UCAS personal statement, and then assess your application 
using the following criteria:

· Your ability to demonstrate an interest in Art & Design
· Your ability to apply practical skills
· Your ability to apply concept through your portfolio of work
· Your ability to communicate about your work

The scoring is between 1-7 (7 being 'excellent evidence of' and 1 being 'unsatisfactory evidence of').
Applications may be unsuccessful at this stage with the result processed via UCAS or you may be
invited to attend an interview by email. Learn more about our criteria in the following pages.



Our Criteria
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It is important to know what this assessment criteria is, and you should try to respond to this criteria 
when creating your digital portfolio and writing your personal statement.

It’s also really important all applicants understand that it is not about who has access to the best art 
and design materials; it’s about doing your best and being creative with what you have access to.

You can see examples of portfolios in the final slides of this presentation, and a detailed explanation of 
our criteria in the next slide.



Our Criteria (Stage 1)

Ability to 
demonstrate an 
interest in Art & 
Design

9

Ability to apply 
practical skills

We want to see genuine enthusiasm and passion for art and design, and 
what or who has motivated or inspired you to apply for the International 
Foundation Programme. Show us the artists and designers who have 
inspired you, and how they have influenced you. Let us know if you have 
a preferred area specialism and demonstrate how you have explored 
that in your work.

We want to see your practical skills and how you explore and use different 
media and materials. This could be demonstrated in a variety of ways 
including images of your drawing/painting (analytical and abstract), 3D 
work and photography. 



Our Criteria (Stage 1)
We want to see how you use ideas in your work, we want to see 
evidence of the development of ideas through your making from initial 
inspiration to final works. 

Ability to 
apply concept 
through your 
portfolio of work
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Ability to 
communicate about 
your work

We want you to be able to communicate some of the basic themes and 
ideas that are in your work, and we want you to be able to demonstrate
your own personal interests and the things that motivate and inspire 
you.



Our Criteria (Stage 2 Interview)
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Readiness for 
studying Art & 
Design

Ability to 
discuss your 
creative 
process

We want to get an understanding of how ready and prepared you are to 
begin your academic journey at Glasgow School of Art. We want you to 
share your understanding of what it means to study Art and Design in 
Higher Education. 

We want you to discuss some of the material choices and the 
processes you have used to develop your work. We want to 
understand the stages of your creative process.



Our Criteria (Stage 2 Interview)
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Ability to 
communicate the 
ideas and concepts 
in your portfolio 

Enthusiasm for 
studying on the 
International 
Foundation

We want you to tell us about some of the key inspirations and 
themes of your work. We want to hear about your ideas and to 
understand the choices you have made when developing your 
work.

We want to know why you have chosen to study on the 
International Foundation and why you want to become a student at 
the Glasgow School of Art 



Interview Advice
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Applicants with portfolios that meet our criteria will be invited to an interview with our staff team. The 
interview is an informal meeting to discuss your reasons for applying to the programme and to find out a 
bit more about what specific areas of Art and Design interest you. We may ask you some of the following 
questions:

● Why do you want to study at the Glasgow School of Art?
● What interests you about the International Foundation?
● What inspires you to make your work?
● What kinds of processes and materials have you used to make your work?
● Have you been inspired by the work of any particular artists/designers?
● What else interests you outside of Art and Design?

You can also use the interview to ask our staff questions about what we do and learn more about life 
at the GSA. 



Portfolio Examples
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The following slides are successful example portfolios by our current students, taken from their 
application to study on the International Foundation Programme.

Don’t use these as examples to follow in terms of style, as we want to see how your work is unique to 
you. Use them to see how they have clearly presented their work and process.



Olya Serdyukova
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2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Olya was accepted into Year 2 Interior Design at GSA
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Yiting Yang

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Yiting was accepted into Year 2 Communication Design at GSA
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Yuxuan Lin

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Yuxuan was accepted into Year 2 Fashion Design at GSA
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Yimin Wu

2021/22 International Foundation Programme Student

After IFP, Yimin was accepted into Year 2 Interaction Design at GSA
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